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The Cosentino Group presents Dektonhenge by Apparatu in Milan Design Week 2016
· Dektonhenge is an experimental project created by designer Xavier Mañosa, founder of Apparatu design studio, which aims to discover new ways of working with Dekton® ultracompact surfaces.

· The project combines the spectacular crystalline shine of Dekton® XGloss with the matte finish of artisanal pieces created with Dekton® as a raw material.
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Cantoria, 12 April, 2016.- The Cosentino Group, global leader in the production and distribution of innovative surfaces for the world of architecture and design, presents from the 12th to the 17th of April, in Via Savona 35, during Milan Design Week 2016 the astonishing project Dektonhenge designed by Apparatu.
Dektonhenge by Apparatu is an experimental project created by Xavier Mañosa, founder of the design studio Apparatu, which proposes a review of the origins of the ultra-compact Dekton® surfaces. Together with Cosentino's R&D department, Mañosa puts the ultra-compact surface through a ductile and malleable process. 
Working with Dekton® as a raw material, he explains the transformation of the material from its liquid to solid states, working in the same way as working with ceramic. The aim of the ceramist is to discover new ways of working with Dekton®; to find out how versatile Dekton® could be; and the different uses to which it could be subjected.
Xavier selects a natural rock and digitalises its surface. From this he creates pieces in different shapes and sizes so that each of them can later be artisanally moulded. The result of this experimental exercise is the ensemble of pieces of different shapes and sizes that make up Dektonhenge by Apparatu. Finally, both the pieces worked on by the founder of Apparatu and the one created via Dekton’s industrial process are combined to create a unique, sophisticated design object.
The items of furniture designed by Xavier Mañosa and Cosentino offer an elegant symbiosis between the traditional and the manufactured, between the atavistic quality of raw rock and the technological sophistication afforded by the ultra-shiny Dekton® XGloss slabs. 

Dekton XGloss is a range of ultra-compact polished Dekton surfaces characterised by a dazzling, crystalline shine, which recently has been awarded with Red Dot Award for Best Product Design 2016. It was, in fact, the colour Dekton® XGloss Spectra black that was chosen by Xavier Mañosa to carry out his project: “I chose it specifically because its spectacular glossy surface contrasts with the matte finish of the moulded pieces that serve as a support, thus creating a very powerful glossy/matte effect.”

Mañosa plays with elements and forms similar to those of the chunks of rock that come straight from the quarry and others to which he has applied elements from the world of architecture such as the fluting found on columns to give a classical air. The ceramist uses them as a base and support for the horizontal elements of the furniture. 
Large – yet light – tables; benches that combine sophisticated cutting-edge design with the rusticity of basic materials; and an absence of symmetry for the shelves are offered to us by the creativity of this ceramist from Barcelona.
The set of Dektonhenge furniture achieves the perfect balance between what the geology of our planet inspires in us and an idea by one of the most brilliant minds of European design.
About Apparatu
Xavier Mañosa grew up among ceramics, seeing what his parents did at Art-Foc, the studio they founded in 1968. Kilns, clay, water and wheels have always been familiar to him. He moved to Berlin to study Industrial Design and returned with his mind brimming with ideas. Nine years ago, Mañosa took over the family studio – began applying everything he had begun to dream about in Berlin – and renamed it Apparatu. Today the studio is an effervescent, creative place that has no limits when it comes to combining design, research and creativity.

About Dekton® by Cosentino
The Dekton® by Cosentino ultra-compact surface is a new and innovative category of surfaces created with the objective of becoming a global leader in the world of architecture and design both for indoor and outdoor spaces. 
Dekton® is a sophisticated mixture of the raw materials that is used to manufacture glass, porcelain materials and quartz surfaces. The Dekton® surface can recreate any type of material with a high level of quality. It is manufactured in large format (up to 320 cm x 144 cm) and thin thicknesses (0.8 cm, 1.2 cm and 2 cm). It as superior technical characteristics: resistance to UV rays, scratches, stains, thermal shock and very low water absorption.
All of these characteristics unique to Dekton® are present thanks to the technology used in its production, which has been developed exclusively by the Cosentino Group’s R&D department. Dekton® is manufactured with Technology of Sinterized Particles (TSP), an innovative ultra-compaction process. This contributes greatly to the fact that Dekton® is a completely revolutionary product; it is durable, very easy to maintain, and has potential for both indoor and outdoor uses including flooring, façades, wall cladding and worktops.
The prestigious architect and designer Daniel Libeskind used Dekton in the creation of “Beyond The Wall”, his only work in the Iberian Peninsula. 
Since 2015 Dekton® is sponsor of the “Rafa Nadal Academy by Movistar”, where the product will be used in different areas such as the façades, flooring and other applications.
Dekton XGloss has obtained Red Dot Award: Product Design 2016.
www.dekton.com
For more information:
Cosentino Group – Vanessa Feo – vfeo@cosentino.com - T. :+34 616 436 498
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